NOTE TO THE TEACHER

QUESTIONS, EXERCISES, AND PROBLEMS

IN order that Principles of Human Geography may be effectively
taught, full use should be made of the questions, exercises, and prob-
lems which follow the chapters. The paragraphs devoted to local geog-
raphy should also be used as the basis of problems. Only in rare cases,
however, should any one student be held responsible for all the questions,
exercises, and problems in any given chapter. These vary considerably
in difficulty and in subject matter, thus being adapted to students of dif-
ferent grades of ability and of different interests. For younger classes,
such as those of the high school, only the simplest problems need be used;
the more complex problems will tax the powers of the most brilliant
college student. Many of the problems are elastic. They may be solved
briefly and in a general way by young and relatively backward students,
but need much* time and thought in the hands of capable and advanced
students. Again, a large number of the problems are suited to many
regions in addition to the ones mentioned in the text. In all cases, how-
ever, stress should be laid on the students' own homes. The principles
discussed in the text, as well as in the problems, should be applied first
of all to the local region, which should serve as a starting point for an
understanding of the remoter parts of the world.

Often it will be wise to assign the same problem to the whole class,
but let each student take a different region. The more complex prob-
lems can sometimes be best solved by letting each student make an
exhaustive study of one special phase and then uniting the results in a
classroom exercise. Throughout the problems great stress should be
laid on (1) accurate statistics, such as are given in the World Almanac,
the Statistical Yearboo{ of the League of Nations, and the other publica-
tions numbered 4 to 12 in the following list of references; and (2) map-
making in contrast to mere statements in words. In using the problems
and exercises do not be in too much haste to give your students your
own matured conclusions. Show where to find the facts and how to use
them, and let the students reason for themselves.
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